BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
in consequence. Palmerston probably had this advant-
age in mind when, referring to a proposal for the
division of the Ottoman Empire with regard to Egypt,
he observed : " I shouldn't mind making a well-run
hotel into my country seat, but I shouldn't want to
buy the hotel."
On the other hand, shipping communications with
North Africa are very important for France, and with
Libya, Eritrea and Somaliland for Italy. Even in the
event of a strategic balance of power in the Mediter-
ranean Great Britain would have the advantage over
any of her possible Mediterranean enemies because
her sea-borne commerce cannot be fatally hit there.
She would be able to establish a blockade without
herself risking a blockade.
Another important question is to what extent the
freedom of movement of the British Mediterranean
Fleet could be hampered by a superior force of hostile
submarines and by a superior force of battle planes
operating from more favourable bases than those at
the disposal of the British. The British Admiralty
fears neither submarines nor aeroplanes as far as its
fighting ships are concerned, but whether this confi-
dence is justified will be proved only in war. British
naval and military authorities regard both submarine
and aeroplane as effective weapons against merchant
shipping only and not against warships. They believe
that the armour of modern warships would make it
extremely difficult for bombs to sink them, and they
also believe that no bomber would willingly risk getting